 

C-TPAT Security Guideline for Rail Carriers and Foreign Manufacturers
 

U.S. Customs and Border Protection has updated its C-TPAT program to include the use of high security seals on all rail cars entering the U.S.  The announcement was made August 28, 2006 and C-TPAT compliant rail shippers have 60 days from August 29 to implement rolling stock security measures.  A seal control plan, procedures, etc. is required to be in place 120 days from August 29. 
 

This broadening of physical security requirements is not surprising, but unlike truck trailers and ISO shipping containers, rail cars can come in a wide variety of configurations.  Boxcars for freight may have just two sealing points, but some bulk liquid rail cars have 18 or more sealing points.  This is where your local TydenBrooks representative can assist you in choosing the right type of seal for your application.
 
Foreign manufacturers registered with C-TPAT are also required to use high security seals on all trailers and containers entering the U.S.  Current participants have 90 days from August 29, 2006 to comply.  New applicants must demonstrate seal use as part of their application. 
 

All of the necessary details can be reviewed at the C-TPAT website. 
